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BVANOBLISa: 


Go youinto all the world, proclaimthe good news to the wholecreation: —he who be- 


andis immerecd shall be saved; and he who believes not shaii be condemned. 
M essian- 


NO. 12. CARTHAGE, I DECEMBER 3, 1834. VOL. 3. 


ANSWER BY A BROTHER TO AN INFIDEL. 
Concluded from No. 11, p. 259 


The next book, the Acts of the Apostles, you affect to think not written by 
Lake because, you say, it contradicts his gospel. You say the gospel of Luke 
‘makes Jesus ascend to heaven the same day he rose from the grave,’ and the 
book of Acts says he ** remained on earth forty days after his crucifixion.”’ Nei- 
ther of these assertions is correct. Luke does not say in his gospe! that Jesus 
ascended to heaven the same day he rose from the grave. He says he appeared 
to some disciples going to Emmaus on that day, who returned immediately to 
Jerusalem where they found the eleven apostles and others, and as they were 
telling what had happened, Jesus appeared to them all, and gave them certain 
instructions. After this Luke says he Jed them out to Bethany, and while bless- 
ing them was taken up into heaven, but he does not say it was on the same day 
that he led them out to Bethany, so that there is no contradiction atall. Nei- 
ther is it any where said in the Acts that be remained on earth forty days after 
his crucifixion. It was said he was seen cf them alire forty days after his pas- 
sion or suffering, which makes forty-three days in al! from his crucifixion, and not 
forty as you state. Thus your proof against the Acts of the Apostles amounts 
ro nothing but two wrong assertions, 

You then come to Paul’s letter to the Romans, and say it was signed by Ter- 
tius. This is not the case. Tertius says near the conclusion, that he wrote it 
or did the writing part of it, but he does not sign it. The Ist Epistle to the Co- 
rinthians also, you state is signed by four persons, and the second epistle by two 


persons. But they are not signed by them. It is merely mentioned at the close 
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that they wrote them. It is just so also with the epistles to Ephesians. Philip- 
ians and Colossians, the writing part of which was done by other persons. 
Every school-boy knows that it is a very common thing for one person to tell 
another what to write, and get him to put it on paper for him, and the thoughts_ 
and words are just as much his own as if he had written it himself. In fact, in 
our common speaking, we say he wrote it, because it was done by his authority. 
Milton is said to have written the poem called Paradise Lost, but Milton was 
totally blind when that poem was written, and employed his friends and daugh- 
ters to write itforhim. Walter Scott is said to have written the Life of Napo- 
leon, but itis not probable that he actually wrote a page of it himself, as we 


know. that he had a person constantly engaged in writing down forhim whathe = 


composed. Thus Paul employed Tertius and others to put some of his letters 
on paper for him, or rather on parchment, for they had no paper in those days, 
and sent them forth himself to the churches. ‘The’ epistie to the Galatians he 
says he wrote himself. ‘* You sec,” says he ** how large a letter I have writ- 
‘ten to you with mine own hand.” This implies that it was usual for him toem- 
ploy others to write for him. But you say Paul did not sign them. Here again 
you are mistaken from not knowing the scriptures, for we find at the close of the 
2 Epistle to the Thessalonians that Paul sénds his salutation and his name in| 
his own handwriting, and says, it i¢ the token in every epistie. It reads thus: 
“The salutation of Paul with mine own band which is the token in every epis- 
ue; sol write.” You seem to complain too that they are mot dated. ‘This is 
another mistake, for the dates of ail of them have been correctly ascertained, and — 
are given in our large bibles. They would be notuing the worse however if they 
were notdated: I suppose you think your communication a very fine one, 
‘though it is neither signed nor dated. 

You speak of a contradiction ia the epistle to the Galntisns but you would 
have found no coptuadiction there, if you had ever read that epistle. Paul cays 
there “if you be eucumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing, for I testify to 
every man that is circumcised that he is a debtor to do the whole law (that is the 
jaw of Moses;) Christ is become of none effect unto you, « hosoever of you are 
justified by the law; ye “ ase fallen fiom grace.” Now if those Christians who 
had never been circumcised, got circumcised for the purpose of secking to be jus- 
tified by the law of Moses, it wasa sign that they had forsaken Christ, and of 
course he would ** profit them nothing.’ And he declares afterwards with 
great propriety that “in Christ,” that is so long as they continued in Christ, 
their having beeu previously circumcised (which all the Jews were who became 
Christians) would not be of any advantage, nor would the uncircumcision of 
those who had been Gentiles, be of any disadvantage; in a word, as he says 
In Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing nor uncircumcision, 
but faith that worketh by love,” or as he says in another part of the same letter, 
«$a new creature.”? Thus these passages are very easily reconciled, and if there 
be any contradiction, I confess I cannot see it, and of course must leave it to the _ 
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enjoyment of those who can; for I suppose the sceptics are very sharp-eighted, 
like pigs which are said to see the wind ! ‘ 


You say “ Luke sends his compliments to the Colossians, but does not saya 


_ word about writing any gospel.’? There was no reason why he should mention 


it, but a very good one why he should not, as it was not written for nearly two 
years after the letter tu the Colossians, as is agreed by all learved men who have 
examined the matter. 

You then come to the Ist Epistle to the Thessalonians and say, ‘ Paul tells 
them that the world would be at an end in his and their life-time.’ This is not 


time, whether it would come sooner or later; as he himself explains it in his 2nd 


letter, and you know that every one has the privilege of explaining his own 


words. He tells them not to suppose from his letter or any thing they heard, 
that the day of Christ was just at hand, and he goes on to tell them that it should 
not come until there was a falling away first, and the son of perdition was re- 
vealed &c. which prophecy is aot yet fully accomplished. 

Having thus noticed, I believe, all your objections, I remark that you bave 
made no less than eleven mistakes from not being acquainted with the scriptures; 
and I confess that I am surprised that one of that class who boast so much of 
reason and reflection, and who endeavour to ridicule others as being priest-ridden 
and superstitious, should aevertheless show so little reason and reflection, as to 
suppose that bare assertions without proof would have weight with any one, to 
immagine that oze assertion will prove another, and to condemn a book with 
which you are evidently almost totally unacquainted. However, this has al- 
ways been the case with sceptics. Thomas Paine himself, acknowledged tha* 
he had never read the bible, and the editors of the Free Inquirer, like their dis- 
ciples, had seldom got further than the table of contents. | 


And now before I close my letter, which I perceive has become much longer 


than Texpected when I began, I wish to notice more particularly your bold as- 
sertion, that before the year 350 after Christ, there was no such book as the New 
Testament, and that it was then first compiled by certain councils; I wish to 
notice this assertion for two reasons, Ist, lest you should suppose that you had 
proved it to be so, by asserting it to be so, and 2ndiy, lest you should think we 
had ao proof of the conuary. 

‘Tt can be-proved then that the bouoks of the New Testament are quoted, or 
alluded to by Christian writers of every age, beginning with those who lived with 
the aposties, and coming down to the present time. | 

I. * There is now in existence an epistle said to have been written by Bama- 
bas, the companion of Paul, soon after the destruction of Jerusalem, and during 
the calamities which followed that disaster. This was but a few years after the 


death of Paul. We know that this epistle was written about this time froin the 


the case. _He merely says: *¢ we that are alive and remain unto the coming of 
the Lord.” —-He does not sav, we will be alive at that time, but we that are alive. 
at that time will be caught up, &c. meaning any Christians who shall be at that 


& 
a 


¥ 


« 


A 

4 

Fil 


The Evangelist. 


internal evidence of the letter itself, and from the circumstance that it is spoken 
of as the epistle of Barnabas, by Clement of Alexandria, in the year 194, and 
by Origin in 230. It is also spoken of by Eusebius in the year 315, and by 


Jerome in the year 392, as an ancient work in their time, bearing the name of 


Barnabas, and well known among Christians, though not counted a part of 

* In this epistle is the following remarkable passage; “ Let us, therefore, be~ 
ware lest it come upon us as it is written, there are many called, but few chosen.” 
From this expression, “‘as it is written,” we infer with certainty, that, at the time 


when this epistle was first published, there was a book existing, and well known, ===——s#4X 
as well as of authority amongst Christians, in which book these words were to be 


found; ‘* There are many called, few chosen.” For of course Barnabas could 
not have quoted these words unless they were in some book which existed before 


he wrote. Now such a book is the New Testament in which these words are 


found twice, and are not found in any other book now known. In this same 
epistle of Barnabas there are some other quotations such as “give to him that 


~ asketh thee,” from 5th Chap. of Matthew, and “Christ came not to call the 


righteous but sinners to repentance,” from 5th chapter of Luke. 

II. * We have also a letter which was written by Clement, bishop of Rome, 
who is said by Ancient writers to be the Clement mentioned by Pau! in the epis- 
tl@ to the Philippians, Irenweus, who lived in the year 170 after Christ, says of 
this letter, that it was “ written by Clement, who had seen the blessed apostles 
and conversed with them” &c. It is written to the church of Corinth, and Dio- © 
nysius, bishop of Corinth, who lived in the year 170, says, “it had been wont to 
be read in the church from Ancient times.’’ So that this letter must have been 
written a very few years after the Apostles. Now in this letter of Clement, 
there are the following passages taken from the New Testament. “ Especially 


‘remembering the words of the Lord Jesus which he spake, teaching gentleness 


and long suffering, for thus he said :”” 

“6 ‘Be ye merciful that ye may obtain mercy, forgive that it may be forgiven 
unto you; as you do, so shall it be done unto you; as ye give, so shall it he given 
unto you; as ye judge, so shall ye be judged ; with what measure ye mete, with 
the same it shall be measured to.you.’” Matthew 5th chap. 7 verse, and 7th 
chap. 2nd verse. Luke 6th Chap. 37 & 38th verses, Again, “remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, for he said,’ “* *Wo to the man by whom offences come; 


it were better for him that he had not been born, than that he should offend one 


of my elect; it were better for him that a millstone should be tied about his neck, 
and that he should be drowned in the sea, than that he should offend one of my 
little ones.’ *? Matthew 18th chap. 6 verse and Luke 17th chap. 2nd verse. = 
This same Clement quotes also the epistle to the Romans, Ist chap. 29th 
verse, and the epistle to the Hebrews. He quotes frequently the Ist Epistle to 
the Corinthians, and when doing so says to those to whom he wrote—“ Take 


‘ 
| into your hands the epistle of the blessed apostle Paul. | 
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III, *Hermas, mentioned by Paul in the epistle to the Romans, also quotes 


 oralludes to Matthew, Luke and John’s gospels, and to the Acts of Apostles, as 


for instance in these places, Matthew, 28th chap. 18th verse. John 14th camp. 
6th verse. Acts, chap. 5th verse 32, and the parable of the seed sown. 
IV. * Ignatius who was bishop of Antioch about 37 years after Christ’s ascen- 


sion, and who had no doubt seen and conversed with many of the apostles, 


quotes or alludes to the New Testament or sacred writings. The letters of this 
Ignatius are quoted by Ireneus who lived in 170, and by Origen who lived in 


__ the year 230, In these letters we have among others the following passages. 
“Christ was baptized by John, “ that all righteousness might be fulfilled by 
him.’ “ Be ye wise as serpents and harmless as a dove;’’—these are from 


Matthew. And from John, “ Yet the spirit is not deceived being from God: 
for it knows whence it comes and whither it goes.” He also speaks of Paul with 
=, respect, and mentions his epistle to the ‘Eohodess by name. 

V. *Polycarp had been taught by the Apostles, and was appointed tins of 
Seve. Ireneus who when he was young, had seen him, says: “I can tell 
the place, in which the blessed Polycarp sat and taught, and his going out and 
coming in, and the manner of his life, and the form of his person, and the dis- 
courses he made to the people, and how he related his conversation with John 
and others who had seen the Lord, and how he related their sayings and what 
he had heard concerning the Lord, both conceming his miracles and his doctrine, 
as he had received them from the eye-witnesses of the word of life ; all which 
_Polycarp related agreeable. to the scriptures.’ 


‘We have a short letter written by this Polycarp, which contains near 40 


clear allusions to books of the New Testament. For example, he says, “ But 
remembering what the Lord said, teaching, judge not that ye be not judged ; for- 
give and ye shall be forgiven; be ye merciful, that ye may obtain mercy: with 
what measure ye mete it shall be measured to you again ;”? This is from Matthew. 


_____He quotes this also from Peter’s speech in the Acts of Apostles, “* whom God 


hath raised having loosed the pains of death.”” 


VI. ‘Papias, who had heard the apostle John, mentions the gospels of Mark 
and Matthew, and says, that Matthew wrote his gospel in Hebrew. This 
proves that these books bore the names of Mark and Matthew at that time,— 


that is about the year 70, after the death of Christ. 
VII. * About 20 years after Papias, lived Justin Martyr, of whose writings 
more have come down to us than of the others. In these we reckon 20 or 30) 


certain, distinct and copious quotations from the books of the New Testament.’ | 


It is not necessary forme to copy these as they may be seen at large in the work of 
the leamed Dr. Lardner on the evidences of Christianity, from which the sub- 
stance of the foregoing has been taken. | 

Nor is it necessary to bring: forward the writings of Hegisippus, who lived about 
30 years after Justin, nor the church letters of that time in which the New Tes- 
tament is referred to, for we have already adduced evidence more than enough 


to prove that the books of the New Testament were quoted and and spoken of _ 
_...and_acknowledged to be true by those who had lived with the Apostles, as well 
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as by those to whom they wrote; which being thus proved, makes your assertion 
false, that “before the year 350 there was no such book as the New Testa- 
ment.” 
I will however ‘es you one more extract. This is from the writings of Ire- 
neeus who was a disciple of Polycarp who had lived with the Apostles. “ We 
have not received, says he, **the knowledge of the way of our salvation by any 
others than those by whom the gospel has been brought to us. Whrich gospel 
they first preached, and afterwards by the will of God committed to writing, that 
it might be for time to come the foundation and pillar of our faith. For after 


_. that our Lord rose from the dead, and they (the apostles) were endowed from 
“above with the power of the Holy Spirit, coming down upon them, they received 
_ a perfect knowledge of all things. ‘They then went forth to all the ends of the 


earth, declaring to men the blessing of heavenly peace, having all of them, and 
every one alike, the gospel of God. Matthew then, among the Jews, wrote a 
gospel, in his own language, while Peter and Paul were preaching the Gospel at. 
Rome, and founding a church there. And after their exit, Mark also, the dis- 
_ ciple and interpreter of Peter, delivered to us in writing the things that had been 
preached by Peter. And Luke, the companion of Paul, put down in a book, 


the gospel preached by him, (Paul.) Afterwards, John, the disciple of the — 


Lord, who also leaned upon his breast, he likewise published a gospel while he 
dwelt at Ephesus, in Asia.” I bring this forward not only to shew that these | 
writings, were well known and acknowledged when Irenzus lived, which was in 
the year 170 after the birth of Christ, but to prove also that there were only the 
four gospels then acknowledged, which are the four we now have. We know that 

’ there have been since this time false gospels, but there are none such mentioned 

till about the time of Origen who mentions one or two and condemns them, and 
says that “ the four gospels alone are received without dispute by the whole 
church of God unde: heaven.” Origen lived in the year 220. Tertullian, who 
lived in the year 180, says, “that the three other gospels were in the hands of _ 


the churches from the beginning, as well as Luke's.” However there is eee ee 


need of this testimony, for the existence of counterfeit gospels only proves’that 
there must have been genuine ones before them. There would have been no 
counterfeit dollars if there never had been any good ones. 3 

Thus we have proved that the New Testament is quoted and spoken of by 
many different writers, (who lived in different parts of the world) beginning with 
thase who lived with the Apostle, and coming down to the year 220. We mighs 
give many more examples from the writings of others, and we might if we please 
come down to the present time from where we have left off, but it is not neces- 
sary at present. And now what becomes of your assertion that “the New 
Testament was compiled by certain councils about the year 350 after Christ, 
befeve which time these was no euch book,” an assertion of which, for your own 
credit, I hope you will now be ashamed, 

To conclude, should you ever again write against the New Testamntn you 
need not expect me to pay any attention to it, unless you first read the book 


‘ 
43 
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Wishing that you may have a better teacher than the * Free Inquirer,” and 
that you may obtain reformation unto life. | 

I remain your friend, | 

| AL-——S. 


ON THE NEW JERUSALEM. 
Concluded from No. 8, p. 192. 


We have now given a short sketch of the outward glory of the 
New Jerusalem, as seen by the beloved John on the Isle of Patmos; 
which consists in the name, the extent of the city—the measure of 
the Jasper wall—the garnishing of the twelve foundations—the 
names of the twelve apostles—and the gates of pearl, with the 
names of the twelve tribes of Israel, and the twelve angels at the 
gates. ‘This is the outward glory of the city, we will now “ en- 
ter in through the gates,” and view the city within, and see the 
greater glory there. a 


When we count over the glorious things within the city, we find 


twelve mentioned in the two last chapters of Revelations. 


1. The pavement of the city, and the street. 

This is said to be pure gold like transparent glass,—Chap. xxi. 
18, 21, “ And the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass—And 
the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.” 
There is but one street in the whole city, for there are no public 
or private buildings, but the whole city is one public walk. What 
 @ glorious city is this, that even the street or the ground of the 
whole is of gold, which is in appearance like clear glass! Pure 

gold indeed! as though it was designed for the pure in heart. 


-~ 2, Another part of the glory in this city is the river of water of | 


life running from the throne of God and the Lamb. Chap. xxii. 
- 1,14, “ And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as 


crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and the Lamb.” There — 


is no doubt in my mind that this will be a real river as well as a 
real city, if we explain away one, we may the other. In the thou- 
sand years of Christ’s reign on the earth, waters are to issue out 
from the sanctuary, from the house, and to run down into the dead 
sea, and there is to be trees on each side of the river, for food and 
medicine ; in this city, as there is no temple, the river is to pro- 
ceed from the throne. It 1s certain that creatures will always 
need support from the creator, and this living water will be one 
part of it; It will benefit all the inhabitants of the new earth, as 
well as those of the new Jerusalem, for ever. 

3. Besides the glory of the city on account of the river, we 


of a tree of life in the midst of the street and on either sideof 
the river. Chap. xxii. 2, 14, “In the midst of the street of it, Wy 
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bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month; 
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 
Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of life, and enter in through the gates into the city. 
Chap. ii. 7, “ He that hath an ear to hear let him hear what the 
_ spirit saith unto the churches; to him that overcometh will [ give 

to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of 


_ This tree of life is described as very large, extending 
branches across the river and into the street on either side of t 


river, the whole ground of the a is street. This tree is said to 
to yield her fruit every month, =| 


bear twelve manner of fruits, 
and it is designed for food and constant health to the nations that 


are saved, who walk there. | | | 
Many are surprised at hearing that those who are immortal will 


- eat and drink, in the new earth. Did not Christ whois raised im- 


mortal, eat and drink with his disciples after his resurrection? 
Did he not promise his disciples that he would not drink of the 
fruit of the vine till he drank it new in his Father’s kingdom? Did 
he not promise the apostles that they should eat and drink with 


him in hiskingdom? He certainly did. This will be done when | 


in the thousand years the apostles shall sit on twelve thrones judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel; in the new Jerusalem how much 
more will they enjoy! We are told here why he promised them 
that they should eat and drink with him, because the tree of life 
and river of life, is prepared for that very purpose, “ For the 


_ shall lead them unto living waters, and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes.” 

4. In addition to all this glory we are teld that the throne of God 
and the Lamb are in the city. Chap. xx. 1, 3, “ Proceeding 


from the throne of God and the Lamb. But the throne of God 


and the Lamb shall be init.” __ 
In the temple Solomon built, the glory of God was seen when 


Solomon prayed. There was the presence of God, and Solomon 
whom he had appointed to reign over Israel; but in this city be- 
hold a greater than Solomon! John saw the city, “ having the 
of God.” His presence was seen by John in a more won- 
derful manner than it was in the days of Solomon. On this throne 
where the glory of God is seen, Christ the Lamb is to reign with- 
out end. is throne he is on now in heaven, and when the new 
Jerusalem comes down from God out of heaven, this throne will be 


and on either side of the river was there the tree of life, which . J» 


_ the new earth in the new Jerusalem, then will the shout be... 


heard, out of heaven, which John mentions, Rev. xxi. 3, “ And I 
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heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, the tabernacle of God 
is with men, and he shall dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, oa God himself shall be with them, and be their God.” 

lory of that city. 

he li light o de Chap. xxi. 11, 23, 
ye: And her =e was like unto a stone most precious, even like j jas- 
per stone, clear as crystal. And the city had no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon to shine in it; for the glory of God did lighten 


7 and the Lamb is the light of it ae 
__In the thousand years of I think from what Isaiah 


s, the light will. be it is now. Isaiah xxx.26, 


oreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, 
and the light of the sun shali be seven fold, as the light of seven 
_ days, in the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of his people, 
and healeth the stroke’of their wound.” This evidently refers to 
the time when the Jews are restored, but the city in the new earth 
will have a light superior to the sun, moon, stars or candles; the 
glory of God and the Lamb will be be the light. When the angel 
came to the shepherds, his light turned night intoday. When 
Paul was on his way to Damascus he saw a light above the 
brightness of the sun. When Christ was on the mount the apos- 
tles saw something of that which he will make in the new Jeru- 
salem. John saw Christ in the Isle of Patmoos, he says, “ His” 
eyes were as u flame of fire, und his countenance was as the sun 
shining in his strength.” Rev. i, 14, 16,—T hie light will not be 
like the sun, seen only part of the time, but the glary of God and 
the Lamb will be a constant light, causing the inhabitants to be 
strangers to night and darkness. 
6. ote part of the glory in the city is the temple. In the 
_ old Jerusalem, the temple built by Solomon was a great ornament — 
to the city, and David said, Psal. Ixviti. 29, “ Because of thy tem- 
ple at Jerusalem, shall kings bring presents unto thee.” The 
temple or house which will be built in Jerusalem, in the thousand 
_ years of Christ’s reign will be so glorious, that it will attract the 
attention of the most distant nations. Isa.ii.1. But what are all 
these to the temple which shall adorn the new Jerusalem! Nota | 
temple built of wood, stone, iron, brass, silver, gold, or precious 
stones; John saw none of these; but he who is the light, 1s the 
temple. Rev. xxi. 22, “And I saw no temple therein, for the 
Lord God Almighty, ‘and the Lamb are the TEMPLE of it.” 
What more can be wanted? To have the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus continually encircling us, is all the temple the saved 
nations will need for ever. | 
With all this ouvend and inward py without citizens to 
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tioned, verse 24, “ And the nations of them which are saved shall 
walk in the light of it.” These are the ones who confessed Christ 
here, and endured to the end, such as were washed in his — 
blood, whe had experienced the w ashing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, who had forsaken all for Christ, 
out of every nation, kindred, tongue and people. Here is 
nothing mentioned of that pagan fable, that some who are pur - 
ged in fire after the day of judgment, will at last enter there; but 
those who are filthy shall be filthy still. It is said ver. 27, “And 
there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, ‘neither te 
f _ whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie, but they whieh 
: are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” | 
it is all in vain for us to think we shal! enter into that citv at 
last, if in this world we work in.quity. Christ has told us who 
will have their part in the lake of fire, and will be shut out of the 
city, Rev. xx. 8, “ But the fearful and unbelieving, and abomina- 
ble, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers. and idola- 
ters, and all liars, "shall have their part in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” He has also 
told us who will enter into this city, chap. xxii. 14, “ Blessed are— 
yf they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the 
fl tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” 

8. In addition to all this ~_— will be no curse on the city, or 
its inhabitants forever. Ver. 3, “ And tlee shall be no more 
curse.” The Presvace uf God and the Lamb will prevent this 
forever. 

9. As all the new earth wili be inhabited by the saved nations 
for ever, they will bring their glory there, when they shall come to 
_ acknowledge the king of glory as the author of all their glory and 
joy, ver. 26, “And they shall bring the glory and honor of the 
nations to it.” This city will be the metropolis of the whole new 

_ 10, It is plain to me that there will be kings ender Christ 
over those who are saved. He could not be king of kings if there 
were no other kings under him. These are the kings which are 
to reign with him on the earth for ever. These are the kings of 
the earth, (the new earth) who will bring their glory and honor to 
the new Jerusalem, and who will consider Christ as the giver of 
all they enjoy. Ver. 24, “And the kings of the earth do bring 
their glory-and honor into 

Many people think there will be no order or gov ernment, after 
this world, in the world to come; but whoever reads the New 
Testament will find that there will be principalities and powers in 
the world to come far exceeding what is known here. | | 
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Heb. ii. 5, “ For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection 
the world to come whereof we speak.” Paul mentions the names 


_ that are to be named inthe world to come, as well as in this world, — 
including principalities and powers, and considers Christ above 


them all, in this and the world to come. ny i. 21, “ Far above 
all principality, and power, and might, and domnion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which 
is to come.” This world to come means the new heaven and 
new earth. There are now principalities and powers in heaven 
as well as im the earth. Eph. iii. 10, “To the intent that now 


unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places, might be 


known by the church the manifold wisdom of God.” 
11. Another part of the glory of this city is, that all who have 


been his faithful servants here, shall see his face there, and have - 


his name in their foreheads, and behold his glory. Verse 4, “And 
they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.” 
What more can there be to make their bliss compleie? | 


12. ‘To close the whole description of the new Jerusalem, it is — 
said, verse 5, ** And there shall be no night there; and they need 


no candle, neither the light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth 
them light; and they shall reign for ever and ever.” Changes, 
troubles, tears and death, are at amend, and glory eternal is their’s, 
One eternal noon is thei’s, and the goldea harps ever tuned, will 
assist their deathless tongues in ascribing glory, and henor, to him 
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, for evermore. Amen. 


ON fHE DEATH OF CHRIST. 
 Coneluded from page 219. 


Ia our firstessay on this important and highly interesting sub- 
ject, we stated that our knowledge of things is comprehended ina 
knowledge of their identities, their properties, relations, uses and 
abuses; and we gave an illustration of it, in a supposed case of 
the atmosphere, concluding the whole piece with an attempt to 
separate the “Death of Christ,” our subject, from all others, na- 
tural, moral and religious, whether liable to be conjoined to it, 
confounded with it, or mistaken for it, desiring nothing so much as 


to speak of this only, and to speak of it fully, in all its attributes, — 


relations and results. 

Or THE JDENTITY OF THINGs.—By identity here is not meant 
“that sameness of person which is implied in the notion of a human 
being living now and hereafter, or in any two successive mo- 
ments” as argued for by Bishop Butler in his dissertation on per- 


sonal identity : see Analogy, page 332, but only that identity which 
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results from the nature of things, differing from one another as 
wholes, and distinct in their properties, relations and uses. In 
what then does the identity of a thing erage Tanswer, in the 
aggregate 0 of its properties. 

OF MATTER AND is possessed of cer- 
tain unalienable properties from which it can never be dissevered 
in any form solid, fluid, or gasseous, which it may assume, nor by 
any transmutation to which it may be subjected, whether mineral, 
vegetable, or animal; these are called the primary qualities of 
matter, and characterize itas a subject distinct from mind, the pri- 
mary qualities of which are wholly different; but of mind and of 
_ matter we know nothing except through their respective attributes, 
properties, or qualities and relations. 

Though matter cannot in any of its forms or varieties, bede- 
nuded of its primary properties, yet this does not preclude the — 
possibility of its clothing itself in particular cases with certain 
other properties. Accordingly it is found to do so, and in all its 
bee it puts on what is called “the secondary qualities of matter,” 

ness, smoothness, hardness, softness, taste, smeli, &c. so 
chet 2 is identified by the aggregate of the. primary qualities, 
while things are identified by the secondary, or matter’ is 
of the primary qualities, things of the secondary also; so that 

the secondary qualities distinguish things from simple matter. 

Matter is the material out of which things are made, whether 
solid or fluid; nor do we ever see it but in the form of things, or 
natural objects so that the existence of matter stript of all the se- 
_ condary qualities is purely hypothetical; aye never see it in 
nature. But the secondary properties are divided into common 
and specific, and as things are divided into kingdoms, classes and 
individuals, the common secondary qualities characterize the first 
namely classes, and the specific secondary qualities distinguish the 
second, namely individuals, whether in the vegetable, animal 


mineral besides the primary qualities, classes pos- 


sess the common secondary qualities; while individuals have the 
specific secondary qualities also. Upon the whole then, the pri- 
mary properties are not descriptive of things for being alike shared 
by every thing, they are of course peculiar to nothing; the same 
may be affirmed of the common secondary properties, for being 
shared by the whole class they cannot be descriptive of any indi- 
vidual of thet class; therefore in the identification or definitive of 

thing the primary and common qualities are to be excluded. 
"The rules of definition or of identification resulting from the 
above observations will amount to the following: 

1. Things are distinguished from simple matter oy, their secon- 


qualities. 
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2. Classes are distingnished by the common secondary quali- ; 


ties, andy 
3. Individuals by the specific secondary qualities. 


But in addition to all this it may be asked, how are two objects 
_of the same class, having the same primary, secondary, common 
and specific qualities distinguished from each other? For instance, 
How are two apples from the same tree, having the same qualities 
of form, bulk, smell, smoothness, &c. proved to be two, and not one 
and the same apple? Doubtless there are reasons existing why we 
do not believe this one to be that one ; but we leave the answering of 
_ this question to the reader and hasten to tell him why all this pre- 


amble about the qualities of things. Our first chief reason then 


for speaking of things is, that they are in the order of nature what 
‘cessarily become first acquainted with. 2d. The mode of 
investigating material things by the rule under-censideration is 
easy and obvious. 3d. It is not until we have become acquaint- 
ed with things that the mind takes cognizance of facts. 4th. Al- 
though the mode of procedure in our investigation o! natural things 
be easy and obvious from their identity to their several properties, 

and thence to their relations and uses, vet this 1s not the case with 
that order of matters which we call Facts. Things and Facts, 
- differ from each other in this respect very much. While facts may 
be distinguished from things or objécts, and from each other, and 

their identity ascertained with great exactness and ease, yet their 
attributes are of very difficult discovery. IfI take in my hand a 
a smoothing iron, and examine it, its properties become instantly 
obvious; its form, size, weight and smoothness are seen instantly, 
and the relation of gach and all of them to the useful purpose for 
which it is intended, is perceived in a moment. But this is not the 
case with facts; we cannot take them in our hand for examination 
and say, how hard or soft, or smooth, or elastic, or bitter, or sweet 


they are. Who for instance, can say this moment, what one of | 


the. properties of the death of Christ is? I have asked various 


ministers if they could tell mea single property of that death 


which they were engaged in preaching to the world for salvation ; 

and not one of them was able to name one; no, notdne! Let it 

be asked, for instance, what property in the death of Christ re- 

conciles men to God; what should be the answer? AVhat property 

in itis it that sanctifies a man ?—what that justifies? If I ask, what 
rty in the adze causes it to cut? The answer is—its 


ness. If itis proposed, whatis the distinguishing Qaality of honey ; 


the answer is, sweetness; and of sea-water, its saltness; and of 


the rose, its delicious odor; and of tea, its flavor. But if i it be pro- 
beoct is the distinguishing attribute of the death of Christ? 
should be the answer? The reader may say, It is 
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salvation, or reconciliation, &c. But I would reply, that these 
and many others, are not attributes or properties, but the uses to 
which the death of Christ is applied in the recovery of ruined man. 
The several uses to which the death of Christ is applied in the 
case of sinners, are clearly defined in scripture, propitiation, re- 
conciliation, justification, mediation, salvation, purification, re- 
demption, purchase, testamental confirmation, remission, pacifica- 
tion, sanctification, glorification, deliverance, perfection of the con- 
science, and perhaps some others. But the attributes or qualities 
of this fact by which all these uses are effected is the deside- 
ratum 

__ "Phe reader must remember the Latin adage initium est deficile, 
to ascertain and settle the first principles, or beginning of a thing, #8 
the most difficult thing about it; for instance, to level and square, 
and plumb the foundation of a house is more difficult than after- 
wards to lay a stone aright on the wall. Soalso is it in the mat- 
ter under consideraton, the death of Christ; to approach it ina 
manner that shall put us in possession of the whole amount of 
scripture knowledge in relation*to it is the point, the desirable 
point to which we steer; but the miserable fortunes of many who 
have set out on a similar voyage admonish me that on so perilous 
a sea, even with the compass of revelation before us, nothing is to 
be achieved without the helm of reason. Ry reason and reve- 
lation, however, the properties, relations, and uses of this illustri- 
ous fact, can most assurediy be ascertained. Think then of this 
matter until you hetr from us again, and the Lord give us wisdom 
11 all things and in the death of Jesus Christ. 


Epiror. 


LETTERS OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

“ I have got myself into another scrape, by noticing an essay 

of a Methodist preacher on John iii. 5th. . 

The editor of the Western Christian Advocate has published my piece and 
his rejoinder. By this mail I send another communicaticn for publication, 
which, if published, wil) make some of the Methodists begin to review the sub- 
ject of the Kingdom of Heaven, and also of the new birth: if the editor should 
refuse to publish, 1 will expose him, through some other print. ‘The Baptist 
Crossand Weekly Journal, I think, will admit me, forthe purpose of combat 
ing a Methodist, on the new birth, provided always, nevertheless, that I prom- 
ise to say nothing about the remission of sins in commection with the birth. J] 
think the editor will allow me to prove thatour Lord did not speak of two 
Kingdoms of Heaven, nor of two new births, when in couvessation with Nico- 
demus. 
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I think he will also allow me to shew the propriety of using the word born, 
in reference to the masculine and feminine genders conjuncetively, and the im- 
propriety of using the same word in reference to the masculine gender separately, 
The word born in reference to the masculine gender, would be as bad a transla- 
tion as the word begotten, in reference to the feminine gender; and to say that 
Jesus was begotlen of the Virgin Mary would be so palpably absurd that all 
could see it. But it is not more so than to use the expression “Born of God.” 
To say that Jesus was born of God, is not more absurd than to say he was be- 
gotten of Mary. | 

The King’s translators have caused some confusion by rendering the word born 
instead of begotten in reference to the masculine gender. Itis a common ren- 
dering in their version, to say, “Born of God,” “born of the Spirit.” 

In the expressions “That which is born of flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of Spirit is Spirit, had it been rendered begotlen instead of born, there 
would not have been half the contention about the birth of abstract Spirits that 
we now have, Says the contender for an abstract spiritual birth, the thing born 
of Spirit is Spirit; itis not body or flesh as you suppose—therefore the bap- 

tism of the body, has nothing to do with the birth of the Spirit. 
As ever, yours, | 
M. WINANS. 


Jacksonville, October 24, 1834, Illinois.—Dear Brother Scott. Presuming 
that pleasing intelligence is always acceptable; we retire from the busy scenes 
of other duties to address you. | ° 

We had the pleasure of attending a protracted meeting of the disciples of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in Springfield, on the 3d Lord’s day, Friday and Saturday 
previous, of the present month. It was truly a refreshing season among us. 
The saints were greatly encouraged to “ fight the good fight of faith,” and to 
’ march on their way with redoubled energy, opposing every thing that would 
impede their progress in the divine life, and mar their happiness as they journey- 
ed on. 

Our assemblies were unusually large and attentive. Solemnity pervaded, 
from day to day ; 9 made the good confession, and were immersed for remission- 
The prospects seem to brighten in Springfield, for an increase of Messiah’s 

Kingdom; and we may safely say that the united efforts of the christians which 
are daily increasing, will afford and give an impetus,to the cause that will over- 
turn the strong and boasted foundation of scepticism, and sectanan bigotry and 

One principal object in view at the time the meeting was appointed, was to 
collect as many teachers of christianity together as possible, that when assem- 
bled, they might form an acquaintance—communicate all the information of 
which they were possessed, in relation to the different congregations of our Lord 
Jesus Christ—ascertain the feelings of the brethren on the subject of sending out 
Evangelists to spread abroad to dying mortals the good news of salvation 
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through Jesus Christ, and to adopt such measures, in other respects, particularly 
as it regards co-operation, as would insure a spirit of union and perseverence, in 
the great work. 

The Elders and Brethren who attended, were B: W. Stone, Palmer, (of Ky. ) 
Rigdon, Elders Hewett, Osborne, Baker, Hodgen, Sweet, Jones, Peler, Bledsoe, 
and others, 

Brother John Rigdon, a master spirit, was unanimously solicited to act as an 
Evangelist, for the next six months, with the pledge of $150 dollars being fur- 
nished for the support of his family during that time. | 

The brethren from different parts of the state, particularly the north, stated, 
that the congregations were in number, from 10 to 120, and that there were but 
few public teachers—that the “ harvest is truly great but laborers few.” 

A committee was appointed to write an address to the different congregations 
in the state. In a few days it will appear, and we will forward one to you. 
We shall now close by commending you to God and the word of his grace, 
praying that he may ever support, and prosper you while industriously propa- 
gating the words of immortal truth to a dying world. 

We are, dear brother, yours in the hope of a glorious immortality. 
J. T. JONES, 
DAVID HENDERSON. 


N. B. Prother Henderson who joins me in this communication has com- 
menced public teaching, I anticipate much good from his labors, he has a well 
balanced mind, perceptions clear, reasons logically, dignified in manner, and ex- 
emplary in piety, well grounded in first principles; a few such would be emi- 
nently useful in building up the wall of the temple of the living God. 


I fell in with Brother Rigdon for she first time at our late meeting at Spring- 
field. He seems much devoted to the cause of God and truth, and we anticipate 


much from his labors as an Evangelist. I may say the work has just commenced 


_in this section ofcountry. The brethren are adopting measures of co-operation, 


and are becoming acquainted with each other ; there are many more teachers than 
I had anticipated, some of gocd minds and well versed in first principles. 
J. T. JONES. 
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CONCLUSION. 


This number closes our third volume, and this month forms the beginning of 
the eight year of the republication of the gospel in its original terms, for its proper 
purposes, the immediate remission of sins. 


To attempt an account of its general progress in our several states, and in the 
countries whither it has flown as on wings, may not be wholly useless; but to 
relate precisely what it has done and is now doing, in every place, would be wholly 
impossible. Our desk groans under’a load of letters from all pgints, crowded with 
the joyful tidings of the spread of the gospel. 


In the State of Ky. vast numbers during the present year have become obe- 
dient to the faith. Asa sample, take the following: Brother O*Kane, who 
passed my door a few days ago, for Mason Co., has just_retumned, and in- 
forms us, that be has during his brief stay, immersed fifty persons. ‘The several 
neighbourhoods visited by him in his rapid journies, were, he says, mightily ar-" 
oused to the consideration of the gospel. ‘The Christian Messenger is to be suc- 
ceeded in this State by the Christian Advocate, to be edited by brethren John T. 
Johnson, and B, F. Hall. The disciples, it is presumed, will afford it all neces- 

$ary patronage. 

In Indiana the people every where more or less go for the Reformation; and 
there is no State perhaps, which includes a greater number of teachers, better 
skilled in the first principles of the gospe], or more able to anounce the name of 
the Lord for salvation, than Indiana; from her centre to her circumference, from 
Indianopolis to Logansport on the north, and Corydon on the south, from the 
meandering Wabash on the west, to the limpic Whitewater on the east. The 
plains and prairies, the forrests and fastnesses of Indiana are traversed by the 
proclaimers of the Ancient Gospel, and thousands are turning to God through 
Christ. 


In Ohio where the gospel was, as one may say, born again, and first disen~ 
tangled from the rubbish of the partyism of ages, it bas spread from the north- 
east to the south-west till the vallies of the Miamies, the countries of Sciota, and 
Muskingum are not less enlightened in its sacred and saving powers than the in- 
habitants of the borders of Mahonning, and Cuyahoga, Her innumerable vallies 
and dividing ridges in the south, and her wide spreading plains in the north, are 
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Into Pennsylvania at different points we ourselves carried the Original gospel, + 
as it has since been called, almost seven yearsago. Philadelphia, the Athens of 
America, and Pittsburgh the key to Mississippi valley and the West, with various 
cities at intermediate points, in this State, as Chambersburg, Harrisburgh, and 
Somerset, in which last place Brother Campbell, Senior, established a church, 
have all heard to a certainextent the Ancient Gospel. Some disorders this 
year occurred in the church at Somerset on the senseless question of masonry ; 
but the divisions have been healed, under Christ, by the timely care of brother 
Alexander Campbell. 
Mn the course of this year a new periodical has been got up by the brethren in 
Richmond, Virginia, edited by our able and ardent brother, Dr. John Thomas; 
_ and the churches in that city with others in the vicinity, and in the east gene- 
_ rally, from Richmond to New York, have derived great accessions and a fresh _ 
impetus from the visits ofour distinguished brethren Alexander Campbel!, David. 
S. Burnett, B. F. Hall and others. et 


In the Carolinas and Georgia also, the intelligibility and saving influence of 
the gospel is acknowledged. In these states it is now administered for remission ; 
anc many are filled with joy and gladness of heart by the reception of its sacred 
| ‘powers and privileges. Brother Thomas Campbell, Senior, has laboured in 
North Carolina for many months with indefatigable zeal, and, as is presumed, 

- not without accomplishing much good in the name of the Lord. 


4 Brother John Faver, Senior, writes, that in Athens, Alabama, they have a 
church of 100 members; and letters from brother James Butler, of Carlowsville, 
as published in the Harbinger and Evangelist show that the sanguine anticipa- 
tions of the friends of the gospel in that State are being realized. Mississippi, 
and the distant Arkansas and Missouri have also contributed to increase the 
great congregation of God, by the hearing of the gospel; while the disciples in 
- Ithnois as may be seen from brother John T. Jones’ letter, are putting in requi- 
sitien the evangelical talents of their several communities. The late meeting 
there has brought to brotherly acqaintance congregations which had not previous- 
ly dreamed of each others’ existence. Brother Stone has removed thither, and 
is expected by his experience to afford much help to the brethren. 


Looking at the progress of the gospel then since its restoration seven years ago, 
its success is wonderful ; but when all that it has achieved is contemplated, in 
connection with all that must be achieved, we are compelled to put our fingez 
upon our lips, or to say, How much yet remains to be done! Christendom is in 
the most deplorabie condition, in relation to peace and purity. Tyrants, de- 
magogues, and priests every where enslave the people, and leave scarcely a tithe 
of mankind to do unconstrained homage to God and to the Lamb. - 
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As for ourselves we hope to improve upon the past, and to do more and better 
for the truth than wethave yet done. We have attended many gereral meet- 


| ings during the present year, and made many hasty excursions into divers vici- 
nities for the purpose of spreading the truth, so that with per and tongue we have 
in some measure filled up the year in efforts to save our fellow mortals and glorify 
our heavenly Father through Jesus Christ. We have, however, fallen far short 
even of our own views of the enterprize, grandeur and success, of the original 


preachers and professors of the gospel, and can, therefore, do nothing more for 


the present than promise, that, if in the judgment of our brethren we have 


in our labours and writings done all that might be expected, to propogate aad” 


unfold the faith and hope of the gospel, we shall endeavor, by the help of God 
our Heavenly Father, to do better for the time tocome. 


We have stil} many things to communicate on both the faith and hope of 
the gospel, with other high matters, and shall, therefore, enter upon the duties 
of the coming year with a cheerful confidence, in the all-presiding eare of the 
Lord our King; at the same time we would remind our readers of their duty to 
God, and their fellow mortals; and finally, to the Evangelist. Our facilties for 
writing and reflection might be greatly increased, if the patronage of the brethren 
were more extensively vouchsafed us: to all who have aided us we 1eturn our 
thanks; for all men we pray, and upon all saints may grace, mercy and peace 
rest, through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom be the glory, dominion and power, 
forever and forever. 


WALTER SCOTT. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


The: prospectus on the following page, can be shown by any 
of our readers who desire to act as agents; and subscribers names 
entered on another piece of paper; or it may be transcribed and 
exhibited in that form. Those who obtain subscribers, ought to 
send in their orders for books as soon as possible. 
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-PROPOSALS, & 
BY,D. BURNET, OF CINCINNATI, 
REPUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, | 


‘eat THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST. 


“Phe “ Christian Baptist’’ was the first publication in the current reformation, and the 
model of all the others. Containing the history and developments of the are sever 
years, its place can be supplied by no other work, and it will always continue to be the 
most important book of reference fur that period of our religious history, Moreover, it 
has th> advantage of all the subsequent periodicals, in the number and variety of its wel! 
written and elaborate exsays. Of these, there are about one hundred from the pen of 
Mr. Campbell, embracing several series on the most important subjects ever discussed. 
Many thousands of persons have been converted tu God by the gospel contended for in 
the Christian Baptist, since it ceased being published, who are not furnished with the 
work.« To these the essays on the Restoration of the ancient order of things, will be, 
warth the price of the whole book ; and it may be added, all who wish to possess them- 4 
selves of the most valuable documents in the Reformation, will do weil to secure a copy 
of this cheap and valuable edition. Jt will require a very large edition to pay expenses. 

_ ifhe republication will comprise al} of the first edition, excepting such notices of per- J 
some and events as are uninteresting and unnecessary in a permanent and standard work. 
Mr Campbell having promised oe thorough revision, it is intended to render the volume 
as 
_') The work will comprise about 1800 pages of the seven volumes of the Christian 
Baptist, in one large and handsome royal octavo volume—two cclumns on a page. The 
epaper will be fair and the type will be distinct, and of good size. 
2 The binding will comport with the value of the work. Ne 
3. For this work, which originally cost subscribers Ten “gag hactading postage and 
‘binding, will be asked Foon Dottars. 
4. ‘lo those who subscribe for ten copies, one will ncitenied: ‘shoes for twenty, six 
for rie and fifteen for one hundred. These deductions will only be made to those who 
pay the money upon delivery of the books. In all other cases ten per cent. will be 
allowed for sales and collections 
5. All the agents for the Harbinger, Evangelist, Messenger, Christian Advyocaic, 
Apostolic Advocate, and Christian Casket, are requested to act as agents for this work. 
In getting subscribers to a work invoiving so great expense, care should be taken to get 
mone bat such as will pay. It is hoped that agents will certify the progress of their sub- 
scriptions, by January Ist, either to one of the general agents, or to the publisher. 
Gexerat Actnts.—Aleraader Campbell, Bethany, Brooke Co., Va.; John T. Johnson 
Georgetown, Scott Co., Ky. 
Cincanxati, Nov. 10, 183. 


9 Mt short timeafter the republication of the apostolic pape in 1997, there appeared 
inthe Christian Baptist, a series of Essays onit, written precisely in the order in 
pm y it Aad been practically restored, These were from the pen of our beloved dre- 
ther Campbell, and are written with great point and stren agth reason and argument. 
Doubtless they contributed in an eminent degree to the diffuston among men of that 


original and perfect arran ement of frst rinciples which distinguished the vestera- Be 
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tion of the gospel. 
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